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from tthich the rabbits are known to
approach. Main posts should be about
10 ft. apart, and straining posts every
100 ft. and at each corner. The cost of
wire netting rises in proportion to the
smallness of the mesh.

Iron palings are ugly and unsuited to
the garden, although they may be neces-
sary in some cases. They should be
painted periodically to keep them in good
condition.

To heighten an existing fence, trellis
work or strands of wire are quite suitable.
These are held in position by means of
iron or wooden uprights fixed in the
ground, against the existing fence. Wood,
or iron chains linked from post to post,
also answer the same purpose when clothed
with climbers.

FENDLERA (Saxifragacese). Decidu-
ous shrub, 3-6 ft., from south-western
U.S.A., producing white or rose-tinted
flowers during May and June. Requires
a very sunny position against a south wall.
Propagate by cuttings placed in gentle
heat and by seeds sown under glass in
spring.

F. rupicala, the only species.

FENZLIA.   See GUJA.

FERNS, HARDY. There are between
thirty and forty species of ferns which are
found wild in Great Britain, and which
should therefore prove hardy under cultiva-
tion.

These include the old favourites: Hart's
Tongue, Parsley Pern, Hard Fern,
Maidenhair, Wallrue, Spleen wort, Lady
Fern, Prickly Shield Fern, Male Fern and
Polypody. They are all very beautiful
and no doubt most people possess one or
more of these ferns, since they are com-
monly sold and exchanged by hawkers at
house doors. Nurserymen now have new
varieties of many of these, but unlike the
flowering plants, ferns are not much
altered in cultivation, and the commonest
varieties will give almost the same effect
in a garden as the rarer sorts.

They vary ' considerably in form.
Wallrue is a very tiny species, not more
than two or three inches high, which grows
wild in walls, bridges, and rocks in the
country; but it hates smoke and will not
grow in towns. Most of the others are
less particular, in fact the Male Fern is

____________          Ferns, Hardy

often the only vegetation to be found in
sunless town gardens.

Of the many half-hardy ferns which
are suitable for cultivation indoors, one
of the most useful is Pteris cretica, cousin
to the common braoken, of which there are
many varieties. Adiantum capilus veneris
(Maidenhair) and Asplenium "bulbijerum
are two others suitable for growing in
pots, but the Maidenhair Fern will not
grow if gas is burnt in the room. It pre-

SHIELD FERN-POLYSTICHUM

For the shady garden Ferns of all kinds are

useful.   They love the shade of oak trees and

benefit from oak-leaf soil mixed with the soil

before planting.

fers a rather moist atmosphere, and
succeeds well if grown almost entirely
under a large bell-glass. In this manner
it will provide buttonhole foliage of
excellent quality.

'Most ferns like plenty of decayed leaves
mixed with the soil, in addition" to sand,
A useful compost is made by mixing' leal-
mould, loam and sand in equal proportions.
Some varieties, e.g., Blechnum, spicant
and Adiantum pedatum, like lime rubble
in the soil. Clean drainage is essential
to all, for although ferns like moisture,